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Joe Stonis,100 

Oldest National Arbor Foundation Award recipient at 91 

J oe Stonis is a man who was ahead of the times, but 
now, at 100, is right in step.  Thirty years ago when 
he retired to Florida with his second wife, Doris, he 

became an advocate for green space and beautification. 
His chosen area, he recalls, “looked like a desert when I 
first saw it. I first noticed the ugly terrain from the plane, 
and by the time we landed I had decided that if this was 
going to be where I would spend the rest of my life, I had 
to do something to improve it!” Improve it, he did, in what 
is now a lush town on the Gulf coast.  
Read more about Joe at: www.adlercentenarians.org. 
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